
 

 
Bruce Crawford MSP 
Convenor 
Finance and Constitution Committee 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 

13 July 2017 
 
 
Dear Bruce,  

 
I would like to take this opportunity to inform you that the European Union 
(Withdrawal) Bill has been introduced to the House of Commons today.   
 
As was laid out in the White Paper on ‘Legislating for the United Kingdom’s 
withdrawal from the European Union’ published on 30 March, the European Union 
(Withdrawal) Bill, known as the Repeal Bill, aims to maximise certainty and continuity 
as the UK exits the EU and takes control of its own laws once more.  
 
The Bill ensures, as far as possible, that the same rules and laws will apply on the 
day after Exit as on the day before. For business, workers and consumers across 
Scotland and the rest of the UK, this means that they can have confidence that they 
will not be subject to unexpected changes on the day we leave the EU.  
 
We are clear we want a smooth and orderly exit and the Bill is integral to that 
approach. This Bill is not a vehicle for policy changes but it will give the UK and 
devolved governments a limited power to correct laws by secondary legislation that 
would otherwise not function properly once we have left the EU.  
 
The White Paper was clear that new legislation beyond the Repeal Bill will be 
required to implement new policies or institutional arrangements that go beyond 
replicating current EU arrangements in UK law. The Queen’s Speech set out some 
examples of that further primary legislation which the Government will be bringing 
forward. We are committed to continuing to work closely with the Scottish 
Government and the Scottish Parliament as we take forward our legislative work 
preparing for the UK’s exit from the EU. 
 
This Bill, therefore, does not deliver policy changes but is a technical device that will 
achieve three simple aims: 
 

● Repeal the European Communities Act 1972, and in so doing remove the 
supremacy of EU law and return control to the UK; 

● Convert EU law into UK law where appropriate, giving businesses continuity 
to operate in the knowledge that nothing has changed overnight, and 
providing certainty that rights and obligations will not be subject to sudden 
change;  

● Create the necessary temporary powers to correct the laws that no longer 
operate appropriately so that our legal system continues to function outside 
the EU.   

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
As we leave the EU we want to ensure power sits closer to the people of the UK than 
ever before. The Bill will maintain the scope of devolved decision making powers 
immediately after Exit – the Scottish Parliament and Scottish Government will not 
lose any of their current decision-making powers. This will be a transitional 
arrangement to provide certainty after Exit, and we plan to hold intensive discussions 
with the devolved administrations on where lasting common frameworks are needed 
and where a common approach is not required. As a result of this process, the 
Government expects there will be a significant increase in the decision-making 
power of each devolved administration.  
 
Given that the Bill will affect the powers of the devolved institutions and that it 
legislates in devolved areas, we will follow the Sewel Convention. We would like 
everyone to come together in support of the legislation, which plays the essential 
role of ensuring that our laws continue to function and make sense when we are 
outside the EU. 
 
As I say, we are committed to continuing to work closely with the Scottish 
Government, the Scottish Parliament and colleagues from across the political 
spectrum as we move forward in preparing for the UK’s exit from the EU. I look 
forward to ongoing engagement with the Committee as you take forward your 
scrutiny of the Bill.  
 
I am copying this letter to the Convenor of the Culture, Tourism, Europe and External 
Relations Committee. 
 

 

 
Rt Hon DAVID MUNDELL MP 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND 
 


